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Souphannouvong and other imprisoned leaders so they can par- 
ticipate in the electionSo The appeal seems aimed at generat- 
ing international pressure on Laos to forestall rigged elections, 
or failing that, to build a case for an NLHZ refusal to partici- 
pate in the elections and possibly for Communist, insurgent op- ■, 
erations. I 
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Algeria: £fhe rebels are expected shortly to name a new 
delegation to discuss a cease-fire with French authorities. 

Rebel spokesmen have repeatedly indicated their desire to talk! 
with emissaries of De Gaulle, but have yet to accept his stipuky 
tion that talks be limited to discussion of a military cease-fire! 
Recently, through a widely publicized call for Arab volunteers, V 
the rebels have attempted to strengthen their hand by appearing 
willing to continue the war indefinitely. They probably feel that 
a conciliatory posture, as attempted in Ferhat Abbas' 17 Febru- 
ary appeal to European Algerians, is now required in order to 
maintain their support among Algerian Moslems, whose respect 
for D e Gaulle has increased in the wake of the Algiers insurrec- 
tion.! I 


25X1 



25X1 


Approved For Release 2002/10/21 : CIA-RDP79T00975A004900420001-1 


Approved For Re fc^ i l 2002/10/21 . C I A RDP79T00975A(j )^00420001-1 


Afghanistan-Pakistan : Relations between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan are growing worse (as Rawalpindi follows through on 
its decision to take a harder line with KabulT) Pakistan's am- 
bassador in Kabul says he was "really rough" on Afghan For- 
eign Minister Naim during a 16 February meeting, warning him 
that Afghanistan must change its unfriendly policy regarding 
0 Pushtoonistan. Radio Pakistan on the same day declared, "No 
Afghan can lead a decent life as long as these rulers of Khbul 
control his destiny,," Pakistani Foreign Minister Qadir, until 
now a moderating influence, has apparently become convinced 
that this new line will induce Kabul to alter its policy. The 
Afghans, who may believe the United States supports Pakistan's 
hardened attitu de, appear to be looking for ways to hit back at 
the Pakistanis?! 
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III, THE WEST 
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Cuba: H Che 

Guevara, probably the most strongly anti-American and pro- 
Communist leader in the Castro regime, will be replaced as 
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head of the National Bank. Guevara is believed to have caused 
resentment among Castro followers by his open exercise of power 
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in numerous sectors of the government. 
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simo Trujillo being organized by the regime for 21 February as 
a show of strength could, in the present climate of unrest, pro- 
voke violence. Dissidents, who include representatives of some 
of the most prominent Dominican families, are so embittered 
that they are becoming reckless. Arrests and police excesses 
continue and the economic situation is growing worse. 
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III. THE WEST 


Trujillo Regime Faces Continued Unrest 

A large public "homage” to Dominican dictator Trujillo 
being organized by the regime for 21 February as a show of 
strength could, in the present climate of political unrest, 
provoke violence. Dissidents, who include representatives 
of some of the most prominent Dominican families, are em- 
bittered to the point of recklessness. Arrests and police bru- 
tality continue. The economic situation, still deteriorating, 
has added to the political unrest. Foreign Minister Herrera's 
hurried trip to the Vatican early this month apparently failed 
in its purpose of securing a reversal of the Dominican bishops' 
pastoral letter of 2 February calling on Dominican authorities 
to respect human rights. 

Dominican officials appear anxious to ease the unrest, 
which has reached an intensity unprecedented in Trujillo's 
30-year dictatorship, by a "gesture of magnanimity" toward 
some of the more prominent prisoners recently sentenced to 
30-year terms for anti -Trujillo activity. However, few if any 
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of the prisoners appear disposed to issue the exp ected lauda- 
tory declaration of gratitude to the "Benefactor." 25X1 
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